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Tk KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE DATE: April 8, 2025
State Attorney

FROM: STAFFING/REVIEW TEAM RE: SAO/Case #: 62/24/07/19/001
Deceased: Ruben Manresa Ara

Based on the information obtained and reviewed during the course of the investigation, the conclusion of the
staffing/review team is the following:

On the morning of July 19, 2024, Ruben Manresa Ara confronted his estranged wife, Lourdes Cruz Milian,
outside her home by placing his hand on her mouth and a firearm to her chest. The two struggled, the gun went
off, but she was able to escape into the home. Police were called, and upon arrival Ms Cruz Milian advised
Manresa Ara was in the backyard, and she heard another gunshot before their arrival. Ms Cruz Milian, her
daughter and a neighbor heard police giving verbal commands to Manresa Ara, followed by multiple gunshots.
Officer Rico advised that officers ordered Manresa Ara to drop his weapon, and when he failed to comply,
Officers Pavon and Garcia-Muniz discharged their firearms. A review of Body Worn Camera footage from
Officers Pavon, Garcia-Muniz and Hernandez reveals Manresa Ara coming towards the officers with a firearm.
The officers yelled for him to drop the gun, and when he failed to comply, and continued moving forward with
the weapon, the three officers discharged their weapons. Manresa Ara was pronounced deceased on the scene.
A search of the backyard revealed blood on the ground in what appeared to be a suicide attempt, and a search of
his home discovered a suicide note. A firearm was recovered next to Manresa Ara’s body, and a trace discovered
he purchased the weapon 11 days earlier. Pursuant to Florida Statutes 776.012 and 776.05, and a review of the
facts and evidence in this investigation, we find the use of deadly force used by Officers Pavon 04-2404, Garcia-
Muniz 04-2080, and Hernandez 04-1982 to be legally justified.
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TO: STAFFING/REVIEW TEAM DATE: March 17, 2025

FROM: Laura Adams RE: POLICE SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
Assistant State Attorney SAO Case # 62/24/07/19/001

Tiffany Finger
Assistant State Attorney

OFFICERS Officer Juan Pavon, City of Hialeah Police Department ID 04-2404

INVOLVED:
Officer Daniel Garcia-Muniz, City of Hialeah Police Department ID 04-2080

Officer Braulio Hernandez, City of Hialeah Police Department ID 04-1982

DECEASED: Ruben Manresa Ara

DATE & TIME: 07/19/2024 at approximately 6:55 a.m.

LOCATION: Residence located in Hialeah, Florida

WEAPONS: 1 Glock 9mm pistol, model 43X, SN: AKGHS575 (Ruben Manresa Ara)
1 Glock 9mm pistol, model 17 Gen4, SN: BBBM745 (Ofc B. Hernandez)
1 Glock 9mm pistol, model 17 Gen4, SN: BBBM772 (Ofc D. Garcia Muniz)

1 Glock 9mm pistol, model 17, Gend4, SN: BBBM779 (Ofc J. Pavon)

LEAD/REPORTS: | Special Agent Pedro Abut, FDLE / Reports Received March 6, 2025

CASE #s: FDLE: MI-27-0262 & Hialeah PD: 2024-019498

SAO CASE #: 62/24/07/19/001




POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: MANRESA ARA, Ruben DOI: 07/19/2024

SUMMARY OF THE FACTS AND EVIDENCE

Shortly before 7:00 a.m. on Friday, July 19, 2024, Ruben Manresa Ara (hereinafter “the
deceased”) left his apartment and rode a bicycle to the home where his estranged wife (Lourdes Maria
Cruz Milian, hereinafter “Cruz Milian™) was living with her adult daughter (Leidelyn Simon, hereinafter
“Simon™), her daughter’s husband, and their 9 year old daughter. The residence was located in Hialeah,

Florida. Cruz Milian had moved into the residence about 30 days earlier to get away from the decedent.

As Cruz Milian left the residence that morning to go to work, she walked to her car which was
parked on the driveway. At that point, the decedent covered her mouth and put a gun to her chest. They
began to struggle, and she heard a shot. Her daughter (Simon) came out of the residence to help her.
Simon and Cruz Milian were able to get away from the decedent and run back into the residence and call
911. There was a Ring surveillance camera at the residence which recorded some of this struggle with
an escape from the decedent. Cruz Milian was injured during the struggle with the decedent. A few
days after the incident, she noticed bruising to her chest where the decedent had pointed a gun at her,

and she found firearms evidence in her vehicle.

A neighbor (M A ) of Cruz Milian told police that earlier in the morning, she woke up
and looked out the window and saw Cruz Milian screaming for help while struggling with the decedent.
A called 911 and gave this information to the dispatcher. She heard a gunshot, and then the police
arrived shortly thereafter. Cruz Milian told police that while she was waiting for officers to arrive, she
heard a gunshot and saw the decedent on the back patio of the residence with blood on his face. When
the police arrived, they went to the door of the residence and were advised by Simon that the decedent
was in the back of the house. Cruz Milian heard the officers call out to the decedent, and she and Simon
then heard multiple gunshots. Neighbor/witness A advised she also heard the police arrive and
give verbal commands to the decedent, followed by multiple gunshots. Cruz Milian showed
investigators where she was when she heard the gunshot from the patio. There was blood on and under
a chair on the back patio. There was also a piece of paper with Spanish handwriting on it indicating that

“she used me and made fun of me after I brought her to this country.”
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POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: MANRESA ARA, Ruben DOI: 07/19/2024

Photograph 1: Back patio of residence with blood on and | Photograph 2: Paper found on table next to chair with blood
under chair

A woman who lived in the efficiency at the rear of the residence (Regla Dominguez) stated that
she also heard Cruz Milian yelling for help and then she heard a gunshot. Dominguez stated that she
heard police sirens followed by more gunshots. She did not witness the incident, because she hid under

the bed for safety.

Multiple City of Hialeah police officers responded to the 911 call and arrived at the residence.
Upon being directed toward the back of the house, the officers began to call out the decedent’s first
name. Officer Juan Rico (ID 04-2347) advised that officers commanded the decedent to drop his
weapon, but he did not do so. He saw Officer Pavon and Officer Garcia-Muniz fire at the decedent; he
did not see Officer Hernandez fire. Officer Rico did not fire his weapon during this incident. He stated

that after the decedent fell to the ground, officers tried to provide first aid to him.

Although Officers Pavon, Garcia-Muniz and Hernandez declined to give a statement in this
investigation, their body worn camera (BWC) footage was obtained. Officer Pavon’s BWC shows him
arriving on the scene at 6:58:34, obtaining information from Simon about what happened, asking if the

decedent was alone, and what was the decedent’s name. He advised the dispatcher of the information
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POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: MANRESA ARA, Ruben DOI: 07/19/2024

he obtained and stated that he was waiting for back-up officer(s) to arrive. At 7:00:02, Officer Daniel
Garcia-Muniz arrived and yelled out the decedent’s name. Officers called out to the decedent again in
both English and in Spanish. At 7:00:39, the decedent is seen coming from the back of the house toward
the driveway, and officers yelled “Let me see your hands! Drop it! Drop it!” The decedent was holding

a black firearm in his right hand.

2024-07-19 07:00:40 -0400 /&S
AXON BODY 3 X6@A1145B _é

Photograph 3: BWC footage showing decedent with firearm in his right hand

The decedent continued walking/stumbling toward the driveway, with apparent blood stains on
his shirt, where the officers were standing. Even though the officers were yelling and pleading “drop

the gun, drop the f-ing gun, man, my God...” he continued moving toward them with the firearm raised.

2024-0/1900/7::100:'151 0400 /&
AXONEBODY ? PXEAAT11458B ¢

Photograph 4: BWC showing decedent approaching officers with firearm raised
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POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: MANRESA ARA, Ruben DOI: 07/19/2024

It was at this point that the three (3) officers noted above fired multiple times, and the decedent
fell to the ground. Fire Rescue was contacted and responded. Officers on the scene kept the decedent
at gunpoint while the rest of the backyard was checked for other possible threats (there were none).
Officer Garcia-Muniz tried to provide first aid to the decedent until Hialeah Fire Rescue arrived and
pronounced him deceased. The BWC footage from Officers Garcia-Muniz and Hernandez is consistent
with the content of Officer Pavon’s BWC footage. A firearm was found next to the body of the decedent.
A firearms trace through the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco Firearms and Explosives indicated that the

decedent purchased the weapon on July 8, 2024 (11 days prior to this incident).

Photograph 5: Decedent on ground with firearm near his left leg/foot
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Ofc. Garcla’s vehicle

Photograph 6: Overall scene photo with labeled items
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POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: MANRESA ARA, Ruben DOI: 07/19/2024

The son of the decedent (Yaikiel Manresa Machine) arrived at the scene of the shooting and
spoke with investigators. He indicated that the decedent and Cruz Milian had recently separated and did
not live together. He reported that shortly before responding to the shooting scene, he had been to his
father’s apartment (675 West 20" Avenue Hialeah, FL) and located a letter written by his father that
caused him concern. He tried to contact his father by telephone but could not reach him. A search of
the decedent’s residence revealed a large amount of ammunition, an empty case for Glock serial number
AKGHS575, and a multi-page handwritten letter written in Spanish that gave directions on how to deal
with some monetary issues, that he had given his wife a new life in America, and saying “forgive me”
three (3) times and stating that he couldn’t live with what had been done to him. The paper and
handwriting of this note appeared to match the paper found on the back patio table at the shooting

location.

Photograph 7: One page of the multi-page note found in decedent’s apartment
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POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: MANRESA ARA, Ruben DOI: 07/19/2024

Firearms evidence gathered from the area of the driveway of this incident location included 6
live Lugar FC cartridges and 22 spent Lugar+P casings. There were 2 live Lugar STV cartridges found
in the left front pants pocket of the decedent. Additionally, the firearm located next to the decedent was
a 9mm Glock 43X which had 1 live Luger STV cartridge chambered, and an inserted 10-round magazine
which was empty. Inside Cruz Milian’s vehicle there were 3 live Lugar FC cartridges on the driver’s
seat, and a Glock 9mm magazine with 8 live Luger FC cartridges in it. Near the back patio of the
residence, police recovered 2 spent Luger STV casings and 1 live Lugar STV cartridge. A couple of
projectile fragments were located in the backyard of the residence. “Round count” evaluations of the
involved officers’ weapons indicated that Officer Pavon could have fired up to 7 rounds, Officer Garcia-

Muniz could have fired up to 9 times and Officer Hernandez could have fired up to 2 rounds.

The firearms examiner determined that 2 of the spent casings on the scene were fired from the
decedent’s weapon (both of these were located on the back patio where the decedent apparently shot
himself); 7 casings were fired from Officer Pavon’s weapon; 9 were fired from Officer Garcia-Muniz’

weapon; and 2 were fired from Officer Hernandez’ weapon.

An autopsy conducted on the body of the decedent revealed a perforating gunshot wound (“A”)
to his head which likely was self-inflicted, as the wound track went from under the chin and up through
the left side of the forehead. There was soot and searing associated with the entrance wound. The
remaining gunshot wounds were most likely from the officers’ weapons. There was a penetrating
gunshot wound (“B”) to the decedent’s head near his left ear; the path of the wound was from front to
back and slightly left to right. There was a graze wound (“C”) to the back of the decedent’s head.
Another penetrating gunshot wound (“D”) entered in the area of the decedent’s left ribs; the path of the
wound was from right to left, front to back and downward. There was a perforating gunshot wound
(“E”) to the right arm that fractured the humerus and another perforating gunshot wound (“F”) to the left
hand that fractured several bones. The two projectiles that were recovered from the victim’s body could
not be conclusively matched to any of the weapons, but one could have been fired from Officer Pavon’s

weapon and the other could have been fired from Officer Garcia-Muniz’ weapon.
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POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: MANRESA ARA, Ruben DOI: 07/19/2024

LEGAL ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSION

The role of the State Attorney in this investigation and in conducting this review is limited to
determining whether a criminal violation of Florida law has occurred, whether any person may be held
criminally responsible, and whether such criminal responsibility can be proven beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law. The State Attorney does not establish agency policy, procedures, or training
requirements. Nor does the State Attorney have any responsibility for determining disciplinary action
or pursuing civil litigation in these matters. In other words, given the applicable law, the State Attorney’s
role is to determine whether the actions of Officers Juan Pavon, Daniel Garcia-Muniz and Braulio
Hernandez constitute a criminal act that can be proven beyond and to the exclusion of every reasonable

doubt.

In this case, the State Attorney’s Office responded to the scene of the shooting the day it occurred
and we reviewed/participated in the following: the BWC footage of the involved officers and Ring
camera footage from the front of the residence was observed by; the interview with Cruz Milian and
other witnesses; the “walk through” with Cruz Milian for her to show us where she was hiding inside
the house while waiting for the police to arrive. We consulted with the investigators as they worked to
gather evidence in this matter. Additionally, we viewed the crime scene photos and read the police
reports that were gathered in this case. Finally, we reviewed the entirety of the case file (including 2

jump drives) provided by Special Agent Pedro Abut.

In this investigation, the three (3) involved officers (Juan Pavon, Daniel Garcia-Muniz and
Braulio Hernandez) declined to provide statements about why they fired at the decedent. However, even
in the absence of a statement from them, the evidence obtained in this matter demonstrates that they were
legally justified in using deadly force against decedent Ruben Manresa Ara. Florida Statute 776.012
permits the use of deadly force when a person (whether a law enforcement officer or not) believes such
force is necessary to prevent the imminent death or great bodily harm to himself or another or to prevent
the commission of a forcible felony. In this case, the decedent tried to shoot his estranged wife, who
fortunately was able to escape from him. When the involved officers arrived on the scene to this
attempted murder, they were advised that the decedent was in the back of the house. The officers then
tried to call him to come out, and when he did so, he was carrying a firearm. The officers repeatedly

told him to drop the weapon, but he did not do so. In fact, he kept walking in a stumbling fashion toward
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POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: MANRESA ARA, Ruben DOI: 07/19/2024

the officers with his firearm raised. Under this set of circumstances, the evidence supports a finding that
the officers reasonably believed the decedent to be armed and that he posed an imminent danger to

themselves and to others in this residential area.

Additionally, Florida Statute 776.05 permits a law enforcement officer to use any force that he
or she believes is necessary to defend himself or herself or another from bodily harm while making an
arrest. The decedent had just tried to murder his estranged wife, and then hid on the back patio of the
home she was living in. While there, he apparently shot himself in the head; however, the gunshot
wound he inflicted upon himself was not immediately incapacitating. As he started walking out toward
the officers with blood all over his shirt, the officers kept pleading with him to drop the weapon, but he
did not do so. This evidence also supports a finding that the officers were justified in using deadly force
to protect themselves and others from bodily harm while making a lawful arrest. For these reasons, the
State of Florida will not file any charges against Officer Juan Pavon, Officer Daniel Garcia-Muniz or

Officer Braulio Hernandez, because their use of deadly force was legally justified.

Prepared by:

Lawna Hdams Tiffany Finger

Assistant State Attorney Assistant State Attorney
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