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OFFICE OF THE STATE ATTORNEY KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ) STATE ATTORNEY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE DATE: December 28, 2021
State Attorney

FROM: STAFFING/REVIEW TEAM RE: SAO/Case #:  62/20/03/17/007
Deceased/Injured: CARLOS ISAAC PAZMINO

Based on the information obtained and reviewed during the course of the investigation, the conclusion
of the staffing/review team is the following:

At approximately 7:40 PM on March 17, 2020, City of Doral Police Department Officers were dispatched
to a home located at 5200 NW 109 Avenue in Doral, Florida. The dispatcher advised the nature of the call was a
suicidal male who was possibly armed with a firearm. Upon arrival officers were directed to an enclosed back
porch area where they encountered Carlos Pazmino holding a gun and threatening to kill himself. Pazmino refused
multiple commands from several officers to drop his weapon. Body Worn Camera footage captured Pazmino
placing his Glock pistol in his mouth and firing a single shot which went through the roof of his mouth and out
the top of his skull. Almost simultaneously, Officer Romo fired a single round from his service weapon striking
Pazmino in the chest. Pazmino’s self-inflicted wound to the head was not survivable. Florida Statute 776.012
permits the use of deadly force when a person believes such force is necessary to prevent the imminent death or
great bodily harm to himself or another. Moments before he fired the fatal shot Pazmino had taken the gun out of
his mouth but still refused the commands to drop the weapon. Based upon the totality of the circumstances
surrounding this shooting, we find that Officer Andre Romo’s use of deadly force in firing his service weapon
was legally justified pursuant to Florida Statute 776.012 and 776.05.

The members of the staffing/review team for this case are:
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OFFICE OF THE STATE ATTORNEY KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ’ STATE ATTORNEY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: STAFFING/REVIEW TEAM DATE: DECEMBER 28, 2020
FROM: DON L. HORN RE:  POLICE SHOOTING CLOSEOUT
ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY MEMORANDUM
CHIEF ASSISTANT SAQ Case # 62/20/03/17/007
OFFICER(S) ANDRE ROWO 7410
INVOLVED: oral Police Department
DECEASED: CARLOS ISAAC PAZMINO
INJURIES: Multiple Gunshot Wounds
DATE & TIME: March 17, 2020
LOCATION: 5200 NW 109" Avenue, Doral, FL 33178
WEAPON: ANDRE ROMO Glock 17 9mm Serial #UUS977

CARLOS ISAAC PAZMINO Glock 19 9mm Serial #8DUZ200

DET. JUAN SEGOVIA #4684

LEAD:
MIAMI-DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT

CASE #s: Miami Dade Police Department PD200317098979
Doral Police Department DR200317005444

SAO CASE #: SAO#62/20/03/17/007
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POLICE-INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
Re: PAZMINO, Carlos 1. D.O.1. 3/17/2020

SUMMARY

At approximately 7:40 PM on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, officers with the City of Doral Police
Department were dispatched to a home located at 5200 NW 109 Ave, Apartment 3 in Doral, Florida.
The dispatcher advised the nature of the call was for a suicidal male who was possibly armed with a gun.

Sergeant Scott Demby was the first officer to arrive at the scene. Upon arrival he made contact
with Jacqueline Pazmino the mother of Carlos Issac Pazmino. Mrs. Pazmino advised that her son was in
the rear patio area of their home and he was threatening to kill himself. The mother further advised that
within the past few weeks her son had been arrested on a traffic violation, and as a result had missed the
first day of work at his new job which caused him to get fired. Within the last few days her son had been
acting erratically and threatening to shoot himself. Mrs. Pazmino stated she and her husband had tried
to get their son to go with them to Citrus Medical Center for a mental health evaluation. The day before
this incident, their son had been walking around the house with a gun in his waistband stating he was
going to kill himself. She told her son if he did not go with her for the evaluation, she would be forced
to call the police to have him Baker Acted. Finally, Mrs. Pazmino also advised the officer that although
there were guns in the house they were locked in the safe upstairs. Her husband, Carlos Armando
Pazmino, was in the house upstairs and she had locked her son out of the house so that she could keep

him safe, in the enclosed rear patio area, until the police arrived.

After receiving this information, several officers (Genesis Vargas and Andre Romo) arrived and
were briefed by Sgt. Demby. In the company of Mrs. Pazmino, they approached the rear area of the
home whereupon Mrs. Pazmino removed a stick from the track of the sliding glass door which was
preventing the door from being opened. Officer Romo pulled back the drapes at which point Sgt. Demby
and the other officers could see Carlos I. Pazmino facing the officers with a gun in his mouth. Officer
Romo exclaimed, “Oh shit, he has a gun!” Immediately, Mrs. Pazmino and Sgt. Demby stepped back.
Sgt. Demby radioed for additional backup units. Officers Vargas and Romo each drew their service
weapons. Officer Romo stepped out onto the patio area. Officers Vargas and Romo began speaking to
Mr. Pazmino, encouraging him to not fire the weapon and stating that everything was going to be okay.
Officer Romo and Officer Vargas were pleading with Mr. Pazmino not to kill himself. Officers were
also giving Mr. Pazmino numerous verbal commands to drop his weapon. Mr. Pazmino removed the
gun from his mouth several times in order to talk to the officers. All of these actions, comments,
statements and commands were captured on body worn camera footage worn by these officers. At some

point Mr. Pazmino said goodbye to his parents, placed the gun inside of his mouth and fired one round.
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POLICE-INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
Re: PAZMINO, Carlos 1. D.O.1. 3/17/2020

Almost simultaneously with the firing of that round Officer Romo fired one round from his service
weapon. Officer Romo began lifesaving efforts on Mr. Pazmino and during that process advised Sgt.
Demby that he had fired his weapon. Miami Dade Fire Rescue were summoned to the home. They

responded and pronounced Mr. Pazmino deceased.
CRIME SCENE

Crime Scene Technicians recovered two (2) 9mm Luger spent shell casings from the patio area.
The patio area is covered with a tarp canopy. The tarp had blood spatter and strands of hair near an
apparent exit bullet hole. Testing on the spent casings revealed one casing was fired from Officer
Romo’s Glock 17 9mm pistol. The other casing was fired from Carlos Issac Pazmino’s Glock 19 9mm
pistol.

MEDICAL EXAMINER

Pursuant to the autopsy, the Medical Examiner determined that Carlos Issac Pazmino sustained
three (3) gunshot wounds. Two of the gunshot wounds were related to the self-inflicted gunshot. One
was an entry wound to the roof of his mouth with an exit wound to the crown of his skull. The other
injury, related to the shot fired by Officer Romo, was an entry wound to the right-side area of Mr.
Pazmino’s chest, which struck the right lung, right kidney, and liver. A projectile was recovered from
the wound path associated with the gunshot wound to the chest. The self-inflicted gunshot wound to the
head was not survivable. Without the wound to the head, the gunshot wound to the chest was, itself,
potentially fatal.

Based on these findings the Medical Examiner determined the cause of death to be an intra-oral
gunshot wound, with a contributory cause of a gunshot wound to the chest. Although Mr. Pazmino
fired a self-inflicted gunshot to his brain that was not survivable, the fact that there was another injury
that could have resulted in his death, the Medical Examiner, consistent with its prior practice, classified

the manner of death as a Homicide.

CONCLUSION

The role of the State Attorney in this investigation and in conducting this review is limited to
determining whether a criminal violation of Florida law has occurred, whether any person may be held
criminally responsible, and whether such criminal responsibility can be proven beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law. The State Attorney does not establish agency policy, procedures, and training
requirements. Nor does the State Attorney have any responsibility for determining disciplinary action
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or pursuing civil litigation in these matters. In other words, given the applicable law, the State Attorney’s
role is to determine whether the actions of Officer Andre Romo constitute a criminal act that can be
proven beyond and to the exclusion of every reasonable doubt.

We have reviewed the police reports authored in connection with Miami-Dade Police
Department case number PD200317098979 (police shooting) as well as Doral Police Department
DR200317005444. In addition, we have reviewed the sworn statements, crime scene reports, autopsy
report, and crime laboratory reports in this matter. Additionally, both undersigned attorneys responded
to the scene, sat in on witness statements, and sadly, viewed the Body Worn Camera (BWC) footage that
showed Carlos Issac Pazmino attempting to commit suicide by firing a single shot into the roof of his
mouth with his Glock pistol. Although Officer Romo did not give a statement pursuant to this
investigation, the statements of the witnesses and the BWC footage of Officer Romo and the other
officers makes it clear that Mr. Pazmino was intent on killing himself. The round he fired went through
the roof of his mouth and out of the top of his skull. Almost simultaneously with Carlos Issac Pazmino
firing that round, Officer Romo fired a single round from his service weapon. We do not have
information regarding Officer Romo’s reason for firing his weapon. Specifically, we don’t know
whether it was an accidental discharge or an intentional decision to shoot. However, we know that before
Officer Romo fired his service weapon, Carlos Issac Pazmino was armed with a firearm and had refused
multiple commands from several officers to drop his weapon. Also, Mr. Pazmino had removed the gun
from his mouth just moments before he fired the first shot.

Florida Statute 776.012 permits the use of deadly force when a person (whether a law
enforcement officer or not) believes such force is necessary to prevent the imminent death or great bodily
harm to himself or another or to prevent the commission of a forcible felony. Further, Florida Statute
776.05 permits law enforcement officers to use any force that an officer believes is necessary to defend
him/herself or another from bodily harm while making an arrest. Based upon the totality of the
circumstances surrounding this shooting, we find that Officer Andre Romo’s use of deadly force in firing

his service weapon was legally justified.
Prepared by:

g‘»«\:j% Mari Jimenez

Chief Assistant State Attorney Assistant State Attorney
Don L. Horn Mari Jiminez
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