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STATE ATTORNEY
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
E. R. GRAHAM BUILDING
1350 N.W. 1 2TH AVENUE
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136-2111

KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE
STATE ATTORNEY

TELEPHONE (305) 547-0100

www.miamiSAO.com

March 30, 2021
Alfredo Ramirez, III, Director
Miami-Dade Police Department
9105 N.W. 25 Street
Miami, Florida 33172
Dear Director Ramirez:

Enclosed is our final report regarding the investigation into the police-involved
shooting of Ronnie Angelo Churches on May 20, 2019. The Miami-Dade Officers involved
in this incident were: Det. Yunieski Arriola #30-7550; Det. Simeon Dawson #30-7681;
Det. Nelson Figueroa #30-5313; Sgt. Jonathan Ortiz #30-7890; Det. Sergio Pagliery #307355; Det. Jerry Robles #30-4895 and Det. Jose Rodriguez #30-1472.
The investigation has determined that the officers were legally justified in the use
deadly
of
force by discharging their weapons. Therefore, no criminal charges will be filed.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNI
State Attorney
KFR: yf

cc:

MDPD Homicide Bureau
Major Eric L. Garcia, Professional Compliance
Andrew Axelrad, PBA
Sgt. Steadman Stahl, PBA
Robert Senior, AUSA
Troy Walker, FDLE
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:

KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE
State Attorney

FROM: STAFFING/REVIEW TEAM

DATE:

March 30, 2021

RE:
POLICE SHOOTING
CASE #
62/19/05/20/002
DECEASED: Ronnie Churches

Based on the information obtained and reviewed during the course of the investigation, the conclusion
of the staffing/review team is the following:

On Sunday, May 19th, 2019, Ronnie Churches committed a First Degree Murder, and in the course of
that homicide he stole an AR-15 rifle. After that homicide, Lt. Bennie Solis of the Miami-Dade Police Department
was tasked with located Churches and taking him into custody for the homicide.

The following day, upon learning where Churches was, Lt. Solis directed members of the MDPD
Homicide Street Violence Task Force to the residence where Churches had gone into upon parking his vehicle.
Lt. Solis instructed the detectives to observe the residence and to wait for back up. Back up arrived. Churches
then exited the residence armed with the AR-15, as well as with a handgun. Churches exited the residence and
went to his vehicle. As officers approached him in vehicles, Churches took a tactical position around his own
vehicle and began to fire towards the officers. The officers returned fire. Churches got into his vehicle and drove
around a comer, then continued to fire toward the officers. LtSolis’ vehicle was struck during the exchenge. We
find that Officers Yunieski Arriola, Simeon Dawson, Nelson Figueroa, Jonathan Ortiz, Sergio Pagliery, Jerry
Robles, and Jose Rodriguez reasonably believed that using deadly force was necessary to prevent imminent death
or great bodily harm to themselves or another, as well as necessary to defend themselves or another from bodily
harm in making an arrest, and as a result we find the shooting to he legally justified.

The members of the staffing/review team for this case are:

Don L. Horn

OJUUM HIMUMM
Deisy Hernandez

Stephen K. Talpins

Howard R. Rosen

Kathleen Hoague

J.

tatt Dunn

Christine Zahralban
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:

STAFFING/REVIEW TEAM

FROM: HOWARD R. ROSEN
Chief Assistant State Attorney

DATE:

March 30th, 2021

RE:

POLICE SHOOTING
Deceased: RONNIE CHURCHES
F.D.L.E. CASE # MI-27-0108
SAO CASE # 62/19/05/20/002

KATHLEEN HOAGUE
Chief Assistant State Attorney

OFFICER(S)
INVOLVED:

MDPD Detective Yunieski Arriola 30-7550
MDPD Detective Simeon Dawson 30-7681

MDPD Detective Nelson Figueroa 30-5313
MDPD Sergeant Jonathan Ortiz 30-7890
MDPD Detective Sergio Pagliery 30-7355
MDPD Detective Jerry Robles 30-4895
MDPD Detective Jose Rodriguez 30-1472

DECEASED:

Mr. Ronnie Churches, DOB 10/6/1973

INJURIES:

Churches sustained multiple perforating and penetrating gunshot wounds. He
expired as a result of said injuries.

DATE & TIME:

May 20th, 2019 at approximately 1 :29 P.M.

LOCATION:

Roadway in front of 20402 N.W. 23rd Court, Miami-Dade County.

WEAPONS:

.223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm Bushmaster rifle, model XM15-E2S bearing serial
number BFI64091 1 (Churches)

POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: CHURCHES, Ronnie D.O.I.: 05/20/19

.40 S&W Sig Arms pistol, model SP2340, serial number obliterated (Churches)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REF806 (Det. Arriola)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number RED302 (Det.
Dawson)
.223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm Smith & Wesson rifle, model M&P15 bearing serial
number SW877 14 (Det. Dawson)

9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REE416 (Det.
Figueroa)
.223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm Smith & Wesson rifle, model M&P15 bearing serial
number SW87540 (Det. Figueroa)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REE529 (Sgt. Ortiz)

9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number RZX134 (Det.
Pagliery)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 26 bearing serial number LYB088 (Det. Robles)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REE300 (Det,
Rodriguez)

LEAD:

Special Agent Paul Garcia, FDLE

CASE(s)#:

F.D.L.E.# MI-27-0108
MDPDLab #PD190520180423

SAO CASE #:

62/19/05/20/002

FACTUAL SUMMARY

On Sunday, May 19, 2019 Ronnie Angelo Churches, B/M, DOB: 10/16/1973, (hereinafter
"Churches") drove Quenisha Calloway (his girlfriend) to her brother's carwash located at 13950 N.W.
27th Avenue in Opa Locka Florida. While at the carwash, Churches got into an argument with Ms.
Calloway's brother in law, Roberto Cardenas. At that time, Churches was armed with a 9 mm semi¬
automatic pistol that he always carried on his person. During the course of what had become a heated
verbal argument, Churches approached a car that was occupied by Cardenas, his wife and two children.
Cardenas was seated in the driver's seat when Churches suddenly shot him in the face. As Cardenas'
wife and children fled the car, Churches reached into the car, past the body of Cardenas and retrieved
an AR-15 rifle from the front passenger floor area. The entire incident, including the taking of the AR-15

2

POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
RE: CHURCHES, Ronnie D.O.I.: 05/20/19

rifle was caught on video. Churches left the car wash scene and eventually returned later that same day
to a residence he was renting in Miami Gardens located at 20402 N.W. 23rd Court. Roberto Cardenas
died as a result of the gunshot wound inflicted by Churches that day.
After that homicide, MDPD Lt. Benny Solis was tasked with locating Churches and arranging to
take him into custody for the homicide. Lt. Solis learned that Churches was driving a gold colored
Toyota Prius and further investigation revealed that Churches had made comments to friends to the
effect that he was going to get involved in a police shooting if he was arrested.
On Monday, May 20, 2019 in the late morning, Lt. Solis directed the MDPD Homicide Street
Violence Task Force (HSVTF), Community Outreach Squad, (COS) to the area of N.W. 204th Street and
N.W. 23rd Court. The HSVTF COS is comprised of Detectives Tellasonya Robinson-Lubin, Antonio Moore,
and Utavia Des Roches.

Sometime after 12:00 noon, Detective Des Roches called Lt. Solis to advise that the gold Toyota
Prius and Ronnie Churches had been located. Specifically, he reported that they had observed Churches
park the Toyota on the northeast corner of N.W. 23rd Court and N.W. 204th Street. Churches then got
out of the car, crossed the street and entered a residence located at 20402 N.W. 23rd Court in Miami
Gardens. Lt. Solis instructed that squad of detectives to take a position, observe the house, and wait for
back up from other members of the team.

With that information, Lt. Solis then called out his north end HSVTF squad to respond to assist
with the arrest of Churches. That squad was comprised of Detective Jerry Robles, Sergeant Jonathan
Ortiz, Detective Sergio Pagliery, and Detective Yuniski Areola. In addition, Lt. Solis also called out the
Intracoastal District Crime Suppression Team, (CST) to assist in the arrest of Churches. That team was
comprised of Detectives Nelson Figueroa, Simeon Dawson and Jose Rodriguez. It should be noted that
all seven (7) of the detectives in the north end HSVTF and Intracoastal CST squads are the shooting
officers in this shooting incident.
In sworn statements taken later, the original reporting HSVTF COS Detectives Des Roche,
Robinson-Lubin and Moore advised that after the other members of the task force arrived on the scene,
they all took up positions to surveil the Toyota Prius and the house. After about thirty to forty minutes,
someone advised over the police radio that Churches had emerged from the house and that he was
armed with a rifle. Detective Robinson-Lubin stated that Detective Robles made a radio transmission,
via the MDPD "task 13" frequency, advising that Churches was walking towards the Toyota Prius with a
rifle hanging from a sling that was around his neck. He further heard that other units from HSVTF,
assisted by units from MDPD Intracoastal CST were moving in to take Churches into custody before he
could reach his vehicle.
At that time HSVTF COS Detectives Robinson-Lubin, Moore and Des Roches all exited their
vehicle to take up positions. Detective Moore could see Churches bend down on one knee when he was
beside the driver's door of the Toyota Prius. He then heard gunshots and saw Churches fire his gun. As
he then took cover in the trees, Detective Moore lost sight of Churches. He heard more gunfire and
when he next saw Churches, the Toyota Prius had moved from the corner and he saw Churches outside
the car on the ground bleeding. He approached and began to give Churches CPR until Fire Rescue
responded.
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Meanwhile, sometime after 1:00 pm Lt. Solis was traveling to the scene to assist when he heard
north end HSVTF Detective Areola announce over the police radio (Tactical Channel 13) that Churches
had exited the residence "with a rifle wrapped around his neck with a sling." When Lt. Solis
subsequently arrived at the scene, he observed Churches inside the driver's side of a gold Toyota Prius
and Churches was engaged in a gunfight with the MDPD detectives. Lt. Solis advised that Churches shot
at him while he was inside his vehicle. Crime Scene later documented that Lt. Solis' unmarked vehicle
sustained damage from a gunshot. Lt. Solis then saw Churches drive off northbound on N.W. 23rd Court
from N.W. 204th Street where the Toyota Prius came to a stop after having crashed into a garbage
receptacle.
Lt. Solis then observed that Churches got out of the driver's seat with a "weapon in his hand"
and with his "finger on the trigger." He began to give Churches verbal commands. Next he advised that
an "officer discharged his weapon" and Detective Areola approached Churches and secured the rifle.
After that the detectives dragged Churches to the back of the Toyota Prius and began to render aid until
Fire Rescue arrived on the scene.

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY

The investigation in this case was conducted by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement.
The lead investigator was Special Agent Paul Garcia. He was assisted by other personnel with the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement. Sworn statements were obtained from Quenisha Calloway, as well as
from Lieutenant Bennie Solis, Detective Utavia Desroches, Detective Antonio Moore, and Detective
Tellasonya Robinson-Lubin of the Miami-Dade Police Department, and Officer Nickinson Dominique of
the Miami-Dade Schools Police Department. Statements were also taken from Miami-Dade Fire Rescue
personnel, all of whom responded to the scene after the fact and were not witnesses to the actual
events.

Crime Scene investigators from MDPD processed the scene. Churches' beige 2011 Toyota Prius
was on the west swale area of N.W. 23rd Court, east of 20422 N.W. 23rd Court. The Prius is crashed into
a blue recycling bin. The front driver's side door is open, and there are numerous bullet holes in the
vehicle. Churches is just south of the vehicle's rear bumper. There is a .223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm
Bushmaster rifle, model XM15-E2S bearing serial number BFI640911 on the sidewalk in front of 20422
N.W. 23rd Court. There is a magazine in this weapon loaded with twenty-three (23) live .223 Rem/5.56 x
45 cartridges. There is also a .40 caliber S&W Sig Arms pistol, model SP2340 on the front driver’s seat
of the Prius. There is a ten round capacity magazine attached to this weapon. Both the chamber and the
magazine are empty. MDPD Crime Scene investigators collected both of these weapons.
Crime Scene investigators from MDPD recovered a total of one hundred and fifty-five (155) nine
millimeter casings, fifty-two (52) .223/5.56 millimeter casings, and five (5) .40 caliber casings from the
scene. They also recovered three (3) projectiles from inside of Churches' clothing that were discovered
by Dr. Katherine Kenerson on the scene, two (2) projectiles from a bathroom in a residence located at
2320 N.W. 204th Street, two (2) projectiles from inside Churches' t-shirt, one (1) projectile from the
interior door of the white Jeep Grand Cherokee operated by MDPD Lieutenant Bennie Solis, one (1)
projectile from inside of the carport of the residence located at 20502 N.W. 23rd Court, one (1) copper
jacket on the roadway near 20401 N.W. 23rd Court Also recovered during the course of the autopsy of
Ronnie Churches were two (2) projectiles and three (3) projectile fragments.
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Additionally, they recovered a bloodstained white baseball cap from the grass west of the front
passenger side door of the Prius, and a security badge that Churches had attached to the pants that he
was wearing. Both of these items were collected as well.

MDPD Crime Scene investigators also collected the following firearms from the officers involved:
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REF806 (Det. Arriola)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number RED302 (Det. Dawson)
.223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm Smith & Wesson rifle, model M&P15 bearing serial number
SW87714 (Det. Dawson)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REE416 (Det. Figueroa)
.223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm Smith & Wesson rifle, model M&P15 bearing serial number
SW87540 (Det. Figueroa)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REE529 (Sgt. Ortiz)

9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number RZX134 (Det. Pagliery)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 26 bearing serial number LYB088 (Det. Robles)
9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REE300 (Det. Rodriguez)

Criminalist John Mancini from the Forensic Identification Section of the MDPD Forensic Services
Bureau determined that all five (5) of the .40 caliber casings recovered from the scene were fired in the
.40 caliber S&W Sig Arms pistol, model SP2340 that was found on the front driver's seat of the Prius that
Churches was driving. He also determined that based on class and some individual characteristics, one
(1) of the casings recovered from the scene could have been fired in the .223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm
Bushmaster rifle, model XM15-E2S bearing serial number BFI640911. That was the rifle that was found
on the sidewalk in front of 20422 N.W. 23rd Court that Churches had with him, and which he had stolen
during the course of the homicide that he committed the previous day.
Criminalist Mancini also determined the following:

•

Thirty-one (31) of the casings recovered from the scene, as well as one of the
projectiles, were fired in Detective Arriola's 9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing
serial number REF806.

•

Eight (8) of the casings recovered from the scene, as well as one of the projectiles, were
fired in Detective Dawson's 9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number
RED302.

•

Forty-seven (47) of the casings recovered from the scene were fired in Detective
Dawson's .223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm Smith & Wesson rifle, model M&P15 bearing serial
number SW87714. Two additional casings from the scene also could have also been
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fired in this same firearm based on class and some individual charqacteristics, however,
insufficient detail precludes a more conclusive determination.

!
Four (4) of the casings recovered from the scene were fired in Detective Figueroa's 9
mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number REE416.
One (1) of the casings recovered from the scene was fired in Detective Figueroa's .223
Rem/5.56 x 45 mm Smith & Wesson rifle, model M&P15 bearing serial number
SW87540. An additional casing from the scene also could have also been fired in this
same firearm based on class and some individual charqacteristics, however, insufficient
detail precludes a more conclusive determination.
Sixty-two (62) of the casings recovered from the scene, as well as five (5) of the
projectiles, were fired in Sergeant Ortiz's 9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing
serial number REE529.

Fifteen (15) of the casings recovered from the scene were fired in Detective Pagliery's 9
mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4 bearing serial number RZX134.
Twelve (12) of the casings recovred from the scene were fired in Detective Robles' 9 mm
Glock pistol, model 26 bearing serial number LYB088.
Twenty-three (23) of the casings recovered from the scene, as well as three (3) of the
projectiles, were fired in Detecticve Rodriguez's 9 mm Glock pistol, model 17 Gen 4
bearing serial number REE300.
DNA obtained from swabs taken from the .223 Rem/5.56 x 45 mm Bushmaster rifle, model
XM15-E2S bearing serial number BFI640911 on the sidewalk in front of 20422 N.W. 23rd Court that
Churches had taken during the course of the homicide the orevious day, as well as from the .40 caliber
S&W Sig Arms pistol, model SP2340 on the front driver's seat of the Prius,

Gunshot Residue swabs were obtained from Ronnie Churches, as well as from Detective Arriola,
Detective Dawson, Detective Figueroa, Sergeant Ortiz, Detective Pagliery, Detective Robles, and
Detective Rodriguez. Each of them tersted positive for the presence of primer residue particles
Body worn-camera footage was obtained from Detective Jose Rodriguez, Officer Bianca Mendez,
Officer Randy Carpenter, Officer Rose Fertlien, and Michael Rosenberger. Video surveillance camera
footage was obtained from residences located at 2320 N.W 204th Street, 2330 N.W. 204th Street, 2340
N.W 204th Street, and 20502 N.W. 23rd Court. All of the officers who discharged their weapons
declined to give a statement or a proffer.

The Video surveillance camera footage shows that when Churches sees the officers
approaching, he maneuvers himself around the Prius, utilizing the vehicle as a shield as he raises the rifle
at the officers. Fie maneuvers himself back and forth around the vehicle for almost a minute as he raises
his weapon while he is in a gunfight with the officers. Fie gets back into the Prius and the Prius drives off
at a slow rate of speed around a corner before coming to final rest against a recycling bin. While the
footage from Detective Rodriguez' body camera does not visually capture the actual shooting, it
captures the audio beginning sometime after the Prius came to its final resting place. Multiple gunshots
6
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are heard, and officers are clearly heard telling Churches not to touch his weapon. Detective Rodriguez
then approaches on foot, and Churches is outside of the Prius while the Prius is at its final resting place.

Interview of Quenisha Calloway
Quenisha Calloway was interviewed on Monday, May 20, 2019, at 5:10 P.M. by Florida
Department of Law Enforcement Special Agent Luis Alvarez and Chief Assistant State Attorneys Kathleen
Hoague and Howard Rosen. Ms. Calloway is thirty-seven (37) years old. She advised that Ronnie

Churches was her sister's half brother, and that she had known him her entire life. She said that she and
Churches had begun a romantic relationship six months earlier, and that they had lived together at a
couple of hotels, but that two weeks ago she had moved into the residence at 20402 N.W. 23rd Court,
which Churches had rented.
Ms. Calloway stated that on Sunday morning, May 19, 2019, she was awakened by Churches,
who introduced her to a black female that he had said he met at a pawn shop. He told Ms. Calloway
that the female was homeless, and was going to rent a room from him and move in with them.
Churches told Ms. Calloway to get up, and the three of them then drove to Ms. Calloway's brother's
carwash, located at 13950 N.W. 27th Avenue. They were in the female's gray Dodge Durango, and
Churches drove.

When they got to the carwash, they all got out of the Durango, and they approached Ms.
Calloway's cousin, "Peebo." There were a lot of people in the area of the carwash. At one point,
Churches started an argument with "Peebo" because he thought that "Peebo" was standing too close to
Ms. Calloway. Churches and "Peebo" became involved in a fistfight, which "Peebo" won. Ms. Calloway
said that Churches and "Peebo" immediately made up.
Ms. Calloway's brother-in-law, Roberto Cardenas, who had been married to Ms. Calloway's
deceased sister, drove up and admonished Churches for having an exposed firearm in his waistband.
According to Ms. Calloway, the handgun was a 9 mm semi-automatic pistol, and that Churches always
carried it. Cardenas was in his vehicle with his window down, and his girlfriend, Veronica Price, was in
the front passenger seat, and her two young boys were in the back seat. Churches and Cardenas began
to argue, and Cardenas told Churches that he was going to take his family home and come back to deal

with Churches.
Cardenas then began to drive away, but immediately stopped, opened his car door, and said to
the other folks in the area that "Peanut" (Churches' nickname) has a gun, but "ain't going to do shit."
Churches then approached Cardenas, who was still seated in his vehicle, and shot him in the face. The
crowd began to scatter, and Veronica Price and her two sons exited the vehicle and ran across the
street.

After shooting Cardenas in the face, Churches reached into the car over him and retrieved an
AR-15 rifle from the front seat. Churches then ordered Ms. Calloway and the other female into the
Durango. The other female refused to get in, called him crazy, and ran off. At that time, Churches
pointed the handgun at Ms. Calloway and said "bitch, get in the car." Ms. Calloway did so, and they
drove off, with Churches driving.
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Ms. Calloway stated that Churches drove to his residence and told her to get into his tan Toyota
Prius and follow him. She followed him to her Aunt Cara's house, located nearby at 20607 N.W. 38th
Avenue, where Churches paid her cousin Patrick to wash the Durango. They left the Durango to be
washed by Patrick, and drove off in the Prius, with Churches driving.

Churches drove to Ms. Calloway's grandmother's house, located at 3411 N.W. 210th Terrace.
He parked the car in the driveway and walked off with the rifle slung around his neck. Ms. Calloway said
that she had assumed that Churches was going to hide the rifle at his Aunt Jackie's house, who lived
around the corner.
Ms. Calloway's Aunt Cara then walked out of her grandmother's house and told Ms. Calloway
that she (Ms. Calloway) had to leave. She drove off, and saw Churches walking back, so she stopped and
picked him up. He told her to get in the passenger seat, and he got into the driver's seat. He began
accusing her of trying to leave without him, and he started to strike her with his fists. At the time of her
interview, she had bruising to her face, which she stated was from him striking her.

On the way home, Churches stopped at a Shell gas station and purchased some cigars. They
arrived home at their address some time after 7:00 P.M. Churches then started to strike her again, and
accused her of trying to leave. He told her to go to bed, and sat in a chair smoking a cigar, watching her.
Ms. Calloway woke up briefly in the pre-dawn hours, and Churches was sleeping next to her,
with his arm draped over her. When she woke up later in the morning, Churches was in the shower. He
came out of the shower and told her that he was going out. She told him that she had to go somewhere
that afternoon, and he responded by telling her that she would have to take the bus, because he needed
the car to do some things.
Ms. Calloway stated that Churches got dressed and told her that if he got back in time he would
take her where she needed to go. Churches then went into the living room and retrieved the AR-15 that
he had taken from Cardenas' vehicle the day before. She then realized that he must have gone to his
Aunt's house to get it while she was sleeping.

When Churches returned to the bedroom with the rifle, he went to the mirror and began flexing
stating
it,
in
that he was "invincible and invisible", and that the cops "couldn't do shit to me." He also
stated that he could get $2,000.00 for the rifle. He told Ms. Calloway that he was leaving to get some
things done, and he walked out the door with the rifle slung around his neck.
About a minute after Churches walked out the door Ms. Calloway heard gunfire. She
immediately thought, "Who the hell is he shooting at now." She walked to the living room window and
looked out, and saw a person who she described as a police officer wearing a tactical vest firing a
weapon at something. She looked in the direction in which the officer was shooting, and she observed
Churches, by the Prius, firing what she thought was the handgun. She described that Churches was
squeezing the trigger and moving the weapon from side to side, firing at multiple targets. She thought
that Churches pulled the trigger more than five times.
Ms. Calloway lost sight of Churches while she was looking at the police officers. She then
changed windows, and saw Churches driving the Prius very slowly northbound on N.W. 23rd Court.
From her new vantage point, Ms. Calloway could see Churches pointing the handgun out of the window
of the Prius, and she could tell that the vehicle was taking fire from the police officers. The vehicle came
8
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to rest on the swale by the driveway of their residence, and Churches got out, falling to a sitting position
on the sidewalk.

While Churches was on the sidewalk, Ms. Calloway could hear officers commanding him to drop
the weapon and show his hands. She then saw Churches raise the rifle. She then heard additional
gunfire and saw Churches fall flat on the sidewalk. She was then ordered to exit the residence by an
officer who was looking through her window. When she did so, she was then taken to an unmarked
police vehicle.
LEGAL ANALYSIS

The role of the State Attorney in this investigation and in conducting this review is limited to
determining whether a criminal violation of Florida law has occurred, whether any person may be held
criminally responsible, and whether such criminal responsibility can be proven beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law. The State Attorney does not establish agency policy, procedures, and training
requirements. Nor does the State Attorney have any responsibility for determining disciplinary action or
pursuing civil litigation in these matters. In other words, given the applicable law, the State Attorney's
role is to determine whether the actions of Detective Yunieski Arriola, Detective Simeon Dawson,
Detective Nelson Figueroa, Sergeant Jonathan Ortiz, Detective Sergio Pagliery, Detective Jerry Robles, or
Detective Jose Rodriguez constitutes a criminal act that can be proven beyond and to the exclusion of
every reasonable doubt.
Assistant State Attorney Floward R. Rosen and Assistant State Attorney Kathleen Hoague
responded to the police shooting scene on the day of the incident and were present for many of the
interviews taken on the day of the incident. The undersigned Assistant State Attorneys have reviewed
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement Investigative Summary into the Police Use of Force in this
incident. Further, we have also reviewed the sworn statements, witness interviews, crime scene
reports, lab reports, Fire Rescue reports, photographs, body worn camera videos, surveillance videos,
and other evidence compiled by FDLE under their case number MI-27-0108. We find the summary to be
complete, thorough and consistent with the witness statements on the day of the incident, as well as
consistent with our observations at the scene.

Section 776.012, Florida Statutes, permits the use of deadly force when a person believes such
force is necessary to prevent imminent death or great bodily harm to himself or another or to prevent
the commission of a forcible felony. Additionally, Florida Statute section 776.05 provides that a police
officer may use any degree of force reasonably necessary to defend themselves or another from bodily
harm in making an arrest or when necessarily committed in arresting felons fleeing from justice.
Churches was wanted for a first degree murder that he had committed the day before. During the
course of that homicide, he stole the rifle. On the day of the police involved shooting, the MDPD
Homicide Street Violence Task Force was looking for Churches. They observed him park the gold Prius
on the northeast corner of N.W. 23rd Court and N.W. 204th Street. They saw him get out of the car and
enter the residence. Lieutenant Solis advised the detectives to take a position, observe the house, and
wait for additional back up.
Lieutenant Solis then called out his north end Homicide Street Violence Task Force squad to
respond to assist with the arrest of Churches. Once these additional personnel arrived, they all took up
positions to surveille the house and the Prius. About 30 to 40 minutes later, Churches came out of the
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residence with the rifle slung from his neck. Detectives then moved in to take Churches into custody
before he could get to the Prius. In response to the detectives moving towards Churches, Detective
Moore saw Churches bend down on one knee beside the driver's door of the Prius. He then heard
gunshots, and saw Churches firing his handgun. Detective Moore then took cover in some trees, and
lost sight of Churches. Ms. Calloway heard the gunshots, and thought, "Who the hell is he shooting at
now?" She looked out the living room window, and she saw Churches by the Prius, shooting his
handgun at officers. He was squeezing the trigger and moving the weapon from side to side, firing at
multiple targets. She saw at least one police officer in a tactical vest firing back. Ms. Calloway then lost
sight of Churches, so she changed windows. She then saw Churches driving the Prius very slowly
northbound on N.W. 23rd Court. From her new vantage point, Ms. Calloway could see Churches
pointing the handgun out of the window of the Prius, and she could tell that the vehicle was taking fire
from the police officers. The vehicle came to rest on the swale by the driveway of their residence, and
Churches got out, falling to a sitting position on the sidewalk. While Churches was on the sidewalk, Ms.
Calloway could hear officers commanding him to drop the weapon and show his hands. She then saw
Churches raise the rifle, followed by additional gunfire and Churches falling flat on the sidewalk.
We find the shooting of Ronnie Churches to be legally justified under Section 776.012, Florida
Statutes, which permits the use of deadly force when a person believes such force is necessary to
prevent imminent death or great bodily harm to himself or another or to prevent the commission of a
forcible felony, and Section 776.05, which provides that a police officer may use any degree of force
reasonably necessary to defend themselves dr another from bodily harm in making an arrest or when
necessarily committed in arresting felons fleeing from justice.

Howard Rosen
/s/ HOWARD R. ROSEN
Chief Assistant State Attorney

Kathleen Hoague
/s/ KATHLEEN HOAGUE
Chief Assistant State Attorney
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