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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE DATE: July 19, 2021
State Attorney
FROM: STAFFING/REVIEW TEAM RE: SAO/Case #: 62/19/03/12/008
Deceased: Latasha Walton

Based on the information obtained and reviewed during the course of the investigation, the conclusion of the
staffing/review team is as follows:

On March 12, 2019, Florida Highway Patrol Troopers were conducting a traffic enforcement detail near the Golden Glades
interchange. A white BMW, driven by Latasha Walton, drove northbound past the Troopers on N.W. 7th Avenue at a high
rate of speed. Walton sped around cars stopped at a red light and then ran the light. Trp Ivan Falcon pursued Walton with
his lights and siren. Instead of stopping, Walton turned into a Park and Ride lot, turned back out of the lot, re-entered the
roadway, made a U-turn, and began travelling southbound in the northbound lanes. Trp Melendez-Bonilla joined Trp Falcon
in trying to stop Walton. Walton had already made the U-turn and was still southbound in the northbound lanes of travel.
Trp Melendez-Bonilla’s drove his vehicle northbound and thereby boxed-in the BMW between the troopers’ vehicles.

To escape, Walton then drove forward, made contact with Trp Melendez-Bonilla’s police car, backed up and made contact
with Trp Falcon’s police car. The Troopers got out of their vehicles. Trp Melendez-Bonilla approached the front passenger
side of the BMW, shouting loud verbal commands to the occupants. Walton turned the BMW toward Trp Melendez-Bonilla,
who had his weapon drawn. As the BMW turned toward Trp Melendez-Bonilla, he discharged his weapon several times
and fell to the ground. The incident was captured on video from dashcams in the patrol vehicles. Florida Statute Section
776.012 permits the use of deadly force when a person believes such force is necessary to prevent imminent death or great
bodily harm to himself or another or to prevent the commission of a forcible felony. Trp Melendez-Bonilla discharged his
weapon only after Walton turned the vehicle toward him. We find that Trp Melendez-Bonilla fired to defend himself and
to prevent great bodily harm to himself, therefore the shooting is justified.

The members of the staffing/review team for this case are:

LS i S

Don L. Horn Deisy Hernandez Stephen K. Talpins

Kot Jogger \%‘/\

Hov?] R. Roseal Kathleen Hoague J. Sé\k}tt Dunn

Christine Zalffalban I%
Ajyd by Sta : s FO day of / , 2021,
.

KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE
State Attorney

o
LT
Please Recycle




OFFICE OF THE STATE ATTORNEY KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT STATE ATTORNEY

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: STAFFING/REVIEW TEAM DATE:  July 19th, 2021

FROM: HOWARD R. ROSEN RE: POLICE SHOOTING
Chief Assistant State Attorney Victim: LATASHA WALTON
SUBJECT: Trooper Ronald Melendez-Bonilla,

Florida Highway Patrol #31-4189

DECEASED: Ms. Latasha Nicole Walton

DATE & TIME: March 12th, 2019 at approximately 7:24 P.M,

LOCATION: Roadway by the Park and Ride lot at the Golden Glades
Interchange 16000 N.W. 7th Avenue, Miami-Dade County.

WEAPON 45 caliber Glock Model 37 Generation 4 pistol bearing serial
number PTYO11.

LEAD: Special Agent Paul Garcia, FDLE

CASE(s)#: F.D.L.E. # MI-27-0100

F.H.P. # FHPE1900OFF01456
MDPD Lab #PD190312091004 and #PD 190403118559

SAO CASE #: 62/19/03/12/008
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FACTUAL SUMMARY

On Tuesday, March 12th, 2019, at approximately 7:23 P.M., Florida Highway
Patrol Troopers Ivan Falcon and Ronald Melendez-Bonilla were participating in a traffic
enforcement detail on N.W. 7th Avenue, south of N.W. 160th Street. Trooper Falcon
was on a traffic stop when he heard a loud scream and was instructed by Trooper
Melendez-Bonilla to “go get her.” The driver of a white BMW, later determined to be
Latasha Walton, blew by Trooper Falcon at a high rate of speed, and when Walton was
confronted with traffic that was stopped at a red light, she drove onto the right shoulder,
went around the traffic, and ran through the red light. Trooper Falcon got into his
marked patrol vehicle and immediately activated his lights and siren and attempted to
conduct a traffic stop of the white BMW. Walton made a right turn into the Park and
Ride lot at the Golden Glades Interchange located at N.W. 160th Street and N.W. 7th
Avenue. There 1s no way in or out of the lot other than the way that Walton entered. In
an effort to flee Walton then turned around and exited the Park and Ride lot, making a
right turn northbound onto N.W. 7th Avenue, but was forced to stop as a result of traffic
congestion. Walton then made a U-turn on N.W. 7th Avenue and attempted to proceed
southbound against traffic in the northbound lanes of N.W. 7th Avenue. Trooper Falcon
made the same U-turn behind Walton. In the meantime, in an effort to stop Walton,
Trooper Melendez-Bonilla had entered his own marked FHP vehicle and travelled
northbound on N.W. 7th Avenue, in the same northbound lanes of travel that Walton
was now travelling southbound in. Trooper Falcon’s vehicle, with its lights and siren
activated, had caught up to — and was now behind — Walton.

As Trooper Melendez-Bonilla caught up to Walton and Trooper Falcon’s car, he
was now facing toward the BMW, and he positioned his vehicle blocking the path of
Walton so that Walton could not flee. Trooper Falcon’s police car was right behind
Walton, and Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s police car was right in front of the BMW,
facing it. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla parked his vehicle in front of the BMW north of
N.W. 160th Street, blocking the path of Walton, who was trying to go south in the
northbound lanes. Walton was effectively boxed in, with Trooper Falcon’s police car
right behind the BMW, and Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s police car right in front of the
BMW, facing it. In an effort to maneuver out of the situation, Walton then made
contact with Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s police car, then backed up and also made
contact with Trooper Falcon’s police car. Both troopers got out of their vehicles, and
Trooper Melendez-Bonilla approached the front passenger side of the BMW, shouting
loud verbal commands to the two occupants. Walton then turned the BMW toward
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Trooper Melendez-Bonilla, who had his weapon drawn. As Walton steered the vehicle
toward and possibly even made contact with Trooper Melendez-Bonilla, the Trooper
discharged his weapon several times and fell to the ground. The shooting was captured
on dashcam videos from both Florida Highway Patrol vehicles. Latasha Walton was
struck by two projectiles and expired. A front seat passenger in the BMW, Steve
Charles, was not struck. His seat was all the way back in a reclining position at the time
of the shooting.

Soon after the incident, the Drug Enforcement Administration contacted
investigators in this matter, and advised them that they had a mobile tracking device on
the BMW in relation to an ongoing narcotics investigation wherein they were aware that
the vehicle was being used for transporting narcotics. A search of the vehicle pursuant
to a search warrant revealed that there was heroin, cocaine, amphetamine, a trafficking
amount of oxycodone, and $7,072.38 in cash, all of which was contained in Ms.
Walton’s purse in the BMW at the time of these events.

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY

The investigation in this case was conducted by the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement (FDLE). The lead investigator was Special Agent (SA) Paul Garcia.
Sworn statements were obtained from Trooper Ivan Falcon and Steve Charles (the
passenger in the BMW). Statements were also taken from civilians who witnessed
various portions of the events, as well as from numerous additional Highway Patrol
personnel, Miami-Dade Police Officers, and Miami-Dade Fire Rescue personnel, all of
whom responded to the scene after the fact and were not witnesses to the actual events.

Trooper Falcon and Trooper Melendez-Bonilla had dashcams activated
throughout the events, and the entire sequence of events was therefore captured on
video. Additionally, a civilian who was stopped at a red light took a cell phone video of
a portion of the event. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla declined to give a statement.

Interview of Trooper Ivan Falcon

On March 12, 2019, at 10:52 P.M., FDLE SAs Paul Garcia and Michael Stein
obtained a voluntary sworn audio recorded statement from the witness, FHP Trooper
Ivan Falcon, regarding this incident. The statement was taken at the Miami-Dade Police
Department, Northside Station located at 799 N.W. 81st Street, Miami-Dade County,
Florida. Present during the statement were FHP Sergeant (Sgt) Indiana Miranda,
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Miami-Dade County Assistant State Attorney (ASA) Howard Rosen and ASA Michael
Filteau. Trooper Falcon stated that he and Trooper Melendez-Bonilla were conducting a
traffic enforcement detail on N.W. 7th Avenue, south of N.W. 160th Street, and were
standing outside of their FHP vehicles with traffic violators. They were flagging drivers
that had no seatbelts on or dark windshield tints. Trooper Falcon had just flagged two
vehicles to pull over, and was asking the drivers for their drivers licenses and
registrations. The vehicles were facing north. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla was stopped
about 200 feet in front of Trooper Falcon. Trooper Falcon heard a "loud scream", and
was instructed by Trooper Melendez-Bonilla to "go get her, go get her”, referring to a
white BMW that had driven past them northbound at a high rate of speed. There was a
lot of traffic. Trooper Falcon saw the BMW go onto the right shoulder and go around
traffic and run a red light. Trooper Falcon entered his marked patrol vehicle and
immediately activated his lights and siren and attempted to conduct a traffic stop on the
white BMW. The BMW made a right turn into the Park and Ride lot located at N.W.
160th Street and N.W. 7th Avenue. There is no way in or out of the lot other than the
- way that the BMW went in.

The driver of the BMW must have realized that there was no other way out, so in
an effort to get away she then exited the Park and Ride lot, making a right turn
northbound onto N.W. 7th Avenue, but was forced to stop as a result of traffic
congestion. The driver of the BMW then made a U-turn on N.W. 7th Avenue and
attempted to proceed against traffic in a southbound direction in the northbound lanes of
N.W. 7th Avenue. Trooper Falcon carefully made the same U-turn behind the BMW.
Trooper Melendez-Bonilla was driving his own marked FHP vehicle northbound on
N.W. 7th Avenue and parked his vehicle in front of the BMW north of N.W. 160th
Street, blocking the path of the BMW, which was trying to go south in the northbound
lanes. Trooper Falcon recounted that "the vehicle made contact with Trooper
Melendez-Bonilla's vehicle." Trooper Falcon then moved forward a little bit, and the
BMW then backed up and made contact with Trooper Falcon’s vehicle. Trooper Falcon
stated that when the driver made contact with his vehicle, it was in an apparent attempt
to maneuver out of the boxed-in position that the driver found herself. Trooper Falcon
then proceeded to exit his patrol vehicle and remained behind the BMW. He then
observed Trooper Melendez-Bonilla walk around the front of the BMW and attempt to
make contact with the occupants. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla had his firearm drawn and
unsuccessfully tried to open the passenger side door. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla was
right next to the car. Trooper Falcon stated that the vehicle then went forward and
turned toward the right, proceeding toward Trooper Melendez-Bonilla, who was
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standing right there. Trooper Falcon could see the vehicle maneuvering. Trooper
Falcon could see that the backup lights of the BMW came on as the driver was
maneuvering back and forth to get out. Trooper Falcon further stated that Trooper
Melendez-Bonilla was "giving loud verbal commands" while he was going around to
the passenger side of the BMW but could not remember what Trooper Melendez-
Bonilla was telling the occupants. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla then "fires two or three
shots” as he fell to the ground. At the time that Trooper Melendez-Bonilla discharged
his weapon, the vehicle was moving forward and to the right, toward Trooper
Melendez-Bonilla. The BMW then traveled in a southwesterly direction over the
concrete median and crossed the intersection of N.W. 160th Street. The BMW collided
with a fence on the south side of N.W. 160th Street, west of N.W. 7th Avenue. Trooper
Falcon then requested assistance and advised "shots fired" over his assigned FHP radio.
Trooper Henry Garcia, hearing the request for help, was first to arrive on the scene
moments later. Trooper Falcon and Trooper Melendez-Bonilla then removed the male
passenger from the BMW, securing him on the ground in handcuffs. Trooper Falcon
stated that he "provided cover" for Trooper Melendez-Bonilla and examined him for
injury. Trooper Falcon then checked the driver and noticed that she had been "shot in
the head." Miami-Dade Fire Rescue arrived on the scene and pronounced the female
driver deceased.

Interview of Steve Charles

Steve Charles was a passenger in the vehicle that was being driven by Latasha
Walton at the time of the shooting and during the preceding pursuit of the vehicle by
Trooper Melendez-Bonilla and Trooper Falcon. He was detained following the
shooting and placed in the back seat of an FHP vehicle prior to being questioned
concerning the circumstances of the shooting.

While Charles was in the back seat of the FHP vehicle, the in-car video camera
recorded Charles crying and stating: “They killed my wife.” However, when Charles
was initially questioned on the scene by FDLE SAs Confesor Gonzalez and Dean
Wellinghoff he stated that he only knew Walton casually and did not know her name.
He further advised that he had asked Walton to give him a ride to look for a used van to
purchase for a car wash business and that Walton picked him up from a bar. Charles
then indicated that Walton had instead picked him up from his residence. Charles
claimed that he fell asleep in the car and was awakened either by gunshots or by an
officer knocking on the window and then shooting. Charles indicated that he could not
think clearly and FDLE SA Dean Wellinghoff advised him to collect his thoughts and
that he would be interviewed again at a later time.
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Subsequently, Charles was interviewed by FDLE SAs Dean Wellinghoff and
Alberto Borges and Assistant State Attorney Michael Filteau. During that interview,
Charles claimed that Walton was a friend whom he only knew as “Crystal” and that he
had asked her to pick him up from his home to shop for a used van at various auto
dealerships in the area. He was not able to say what dealerships they went to. Charles
claimed that he did not know “Crystal’s” real name or her phone number. He said that
he did not know how long ago he met her. Charles indicated that he had only “chilled”
with “Crystal” on approximately two to three prior occasions. Charles stated that they
were unsuccessful in locating a van to purchase and that he fell asleep in the front
passenger seat while “Crystal” was driving back to Broward. Charles stated that he
woke up to sounds of an officer knocking on the front windshield and that he was not
totally coherent when the incident occurred. Charles was unable to state which side of
the windshield the officer was on and he said that he did not hear the officer giving any
commands. Charles claimed that after the officer knocked on the window, he backed up
and began shooting. Charles believed that he may have been shot because he felt a pain
in his left knee. He stated that he remembers the officer saying, “Stop the car! Stop the
car!” Charles stated that he did not know if the officers had been chasing the car or
what the reasons for the stop were because he was asleep. When asked for his contact
information, Charles claimed that he could not remember his own phone number.

Interview of Marie Delisme

Marie Delisme is a nursing assistant and at the time of the incident, she was at the
bus stop at the northeast corner of the intersection of N.W. 160th Street and N.W. 7th
Avenue. Delisme was interviewed by FDLE SA Pete Chong and Assistant State
Attorney Michael Filteau in a police vehicle parked on scene on the night of the
shooting.

According to Delisme, she was crossing the street from east to west when she
heard police sirens. Delisme was in the middle of the crosswalk at the time and had to
run to get out of the street. She then heard a loud “bang” which she believed was a
vehicle crash. Delisme then turned around and saw a white car facing south on N.W,
7th Avenue in front of the light. There was a police officer by the passenger window of
the white car loudly shouting “get out of the car” and “stop the engine” multiple times.
Delisme could not tell if the windows of the car were up or down. Delisme stated that
the person in the white car did not listen to the police officer and appeared to be trying
to drive. Delisme then heard gunshots and the white car continued to travel away from
the officers. The officers then chased after the white car on foot. Delisme stated that
she tried to run at this point because she did not know if there would be more gunfire




Stafting/Review Team POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING CLOSEOUT MEMO
Page 7 RE: WALTON, Latasha D.O.I1.; 3/12/19

but that since she didn’t know which way the person in the car was going to go, she
wasn’t sure which way to run herself. Therefore, she hid behind a pole along with
another woman. Delisme did not hear the occupants of the white car say anything,.

Interview of Lamonica Tolbert

Lamonica Tolbert works as a security guard for Allied Universal Security, and
was standing by her car in the northwest corner of the intersection of N.W. 160th Street
and N.W. 7th Avenue when the shooting occurred. Tolbert was interviewed by FDLE
SA Pete Chong and Assistant State Attorney Michael Filteau in a police vehicle parked
on scene the night of the shooting.

Tolbert indicated that she was standing in the parking lot on the northwest corner
of N.W. 160th Street and N.W. 7th Avenue engaging in a conversation with a friend via
Facetime. Tolbert stated that she saw two State Trooper cars northbound on N.W. 7th
Avenue with their lights on but that she did not initially see the white BMW. She
eventually saw the white BMW facing south on N.W. 7th Avenue blocked in between
the two State Trooper cars. Tolbert stated that she saw two State Troopers on the
driver’s side of the white BMW. One of the troopers was standing close to the driver’s
side of the vehicle, which had the driver’s side window up. The trooper kept saying
“turn off the car” and the white BMW repeatedly struck one of the Highway Patrol cars
several times. She estimates that it was about three (3) times. The State Trooper kept
saying “stop the car” and then drew his gun. According to Tolbert the front passenger
window was completely down at this point and the passenger had his hands out, but the
driver was still trying to get away. The white BMW then “broke loose” and Tolbert
heard approximately four gunshots but did not know which trooper fired. Tolbert
believed that both troopers were on the driver’s side of the vehicle when the shots were
fired. According to Tolbert, the white BMW travelled in a westward direction until it
came to a stop against a fence. The troopers ran after the car on foot and handcuffed the
passenger, but Tolbert did not hear anything that the occupants of the vehicle said.

Interview of Janice Marie Nora

Janice Marie Nora is homeless, but stays in the area of the Park and Ride lot in
the Golden Glades Interchange. Nora was interviewed by FDLE SA Alberto Borges
and Assistant State Attorney Howard Rosen in a police vehicle parked on scene on the
night of the shooting.
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Nora had taken the Tri Rail Train to the Golden Glades Park and Ride. As she
and some other people were crossing the street from east to west she heard police sirens.
She heard the sirens and looked up. She saw a white vehicle, like a BMW, making a U-
turn going the wrong way. The officers than blocked the vehicle, one from the front and
one from the back. The officers started to scream loud at the driver, “Get out of the
car!” When the screaming first started, she thought that the Troopers were still in their
cars. The voices then got louder, so she assumed that they got out of their cars.

Nora was in the middle of the crosswalk at the time and had to run to get out of
the street. The white car then rammed the police vehicle that was behind it, then
rammed the police car that was in front of it. Nora ran and hid behind a pole. She heard
loud pops like gunshots. She thought that it was 10-12 pops. She could not see where
the Troopers were. She did not see the officers again and did not see anyone fire their
firearm. She and the others that were crossing the street were focused on making sure
that none of them were shot.

Interview of Lamaris Arnell Roberson

Lamaris Arnell Roberson was located and interviewed by SAs Paul Garcia and
Alberto Borges on September 10, 2019. Mr. Roberson was stopped at a red light
northbound at the Golden Glades Interchange on his way home from work. He was the
second car at the light. He saw the Florida Highway Patrol Troopers on the right side of
the road doing traffic stops. He then saw a chase. The Troopers were chasing a white
BMW that was not stopping. He did not recall exactly how many police cars were
involved. He said that it was two or three. He recalls the police cars blocking the car so
that it could not move. He did not see the Trooper get out of his car, but he saw the
Trooper out of the car already. He does not recall any of the details of the actual
shooting, but he saw the Trooper on the front passenger side of the car, and then fall
backwards. He does not recall if the BMW was moving toward the Trooper. He
remembers seeing the Trooper on the ground. He had seen the white BMW go over a
median right after the shooting. It then hit a gate. The Troopers then took a male out of
the passenger side of the BMW. The light then changed, and Roberson drove away.

He shot a video of the officer involved shooting from his phone and posted them
on Instagram. He has since deleted the video. He had sent the video to Channel 7 that
same day, after they contacted him via social media. Roberson stated that the only
reason that he recorded the events was because he wanted to record the chase.

Interview of Kerry Hobbs
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Several days after the shooting, an individual named Kerry Hobbs contacted the
Florida Highway Patrol advising that he knew Latasha Walton and wanted to provide a
statement concerning information that he had about her. Subsequently, FDLE SAs Luis
Alvarez and Paul Garcia interviewed him.

During the interview, Hobbs stated that he had known Walton for approximately
one year, and that one month prior to the shooting he had an encounter with Walton
which he wished to recount to investigators. Hobbs stated that during that previous
encounter, he saw Walton at a gas station, and he greeted her. She then invited him to
sit in her vehicle and at that point he observed an open bottle of liquor. When Hobbs
told Walton that she could get arrested for that if she were to be pulled over, Walton
became upset and stated that she hated the police and would never stop for the police.
According to Hobbs, Walton went on to tell him that one day he would see her on
television with a long line of police chasing her because she would never stop for “those
motherfuckers.” She said that she hates cops. That was the last time that he saw or
heard from her. When he found out that she was killed after trying to get away from the
police, he felt obliged to contact the Florida Highway Patrol to tell them what Walton
said to him during his last encounter with her.

Interview of Broward Sheriff’s Office Deputy Kevin Tyrie

On March 13, 2019, Deputy Kevin Tyrie of the Broward Sheriff’s Office
contacted the Florida Highway Patrol and said that he had a previous encounter with
Walton which was similar to this one and which he wanted to make the investigating
entities aware of. On March 26, 2019, Deputy Tyrie was interviewed by SA Luis
Alvarez of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. In May of 2016, Deputy Tyrie
was on proactive patrol in the City of Pompano Beach when he observed a silver or gray
Audi SUV travelling at a high rate of speed through a residential area. As the vehicle
passed him, Deputy Tyrie saw that the driver was not wearing a seat belt. Deputy Tyrie
conducted a traffic stop of the vehicle. As Deputy Tyrie got out of his car and
approached the driver’s side of the Audi, the driver, who was the decedent in this police
involved shooting, opened the driver’s side door, stuck one foot out of her car, looked
back at Deputy Tyrie, and said to him, “What the fuck did you stop me for, cracker?”
Deputy Tyrie then told her to step back into the vehicle, and she complied. She then
backed up and took off. The vehicle almost struck him and his vehicle. Deputy Tyrie
got back into his vehicle and followed her. Her vehicle then almost struck another
officer’s vehicle who responded as backup. The vehicle continued over curbs and large
grassy areas to get away, and succeeded in doing so. Due to her reckless driving,
Deputy Tyrie ceased following her. Deputy Tyrie was able to eventually obtain an
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arrest warrant for her, as he was able to identify her because the residence where she
had initially stopped was her own residence.

Deputy Tyrie stated that when he heard that the decedent was shot while fleeing
from the police, he contacted the Florida Highway Patrol to advise them of the
circumstances of his encounter with her.

CRIME SCENE

Soon after the incident, the Drug Enforcement Administration contacted
investigators in this matter, and advised them that they had a mobile tracking device on
the BMW in relation to an ongoing narcotics investigation wherein they were aware that
the vehicle was being used for transporting narcotics.

A search of the vehicle pursuant to a search warrant revealed that there was 28.09
grams of oxycodone, 3 grams of heroin, 1.74 grams of amphetamine, and less than 28
grams of cocaine in the BMW at the time of these events. The quantities and method of
packaging of the narcotics was consistent with street-level narcotics sales.  All of the
narcotics, as well as §7,072.38 in United States currency and coin were recovered from
a purse that was on the floor on the driver’s side front floorboard. The purse also
contained identification in the name of both Latasha Walton and Steve Charles.

There were five (5) gunshot defects to the BMW. Two were on the front
windshield on the passenger side. A third gunshot defect was on the passenger side “A”
pillar. A fourth defect was in the passenger side door, just below the shattered window.
The fifth gunshot defect was also on the passenger side of the vehicle, and was below
the one on the door, all the way down near the floorboard on a side spoiler. There were
five (5) casings recovered from the scene.

Walton was struck by two (2) projectiles, both of which were recovered by Dr.
Mark Shuman, who conducted the autopsy. One of the projectiles entered the right side
of the decedent’s neck. The trajectory was right to left, and slightly front to back. The
other projectile went through her right arm and then entered her right chest. The
trajectory was also right to left, front to back, and downward.

There was slight damage to both Florida Highway Patrol vehicles, consistent with
having been struck by the BMW — in the front of Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s vehicle
and in the front of Trooper Falcon’s vehicle. Pieces of plastic substrate and paint chips
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were collected from the front and rear bumpers of the BMW, as well as from the front
bumpers of Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s vehicle and Trooper Falcon’s vehicle. These
samples were examined for the presence of transferred automotive paint in the form of
smears and/or fused fragments. While the surfaces of several of the samples were
abraded, exposing the paint/primer/substrate below, consistent with the impact(s)
between the BMW and the Florida Highway Patrol vehicles, no paint transfers were
found. It was this analysis of the plastic substrates and the paint samples that caused the
delay in the completion of this investigation. The samples were collected early on, and
were submitted to the Miami-Dade Crime Lab for analysis. Unfortunately, the device
which Miami-Dade utilizes to conduct this analysis was out of order, and the anticipated
time period for when it would be repaired became extended. As a result, the samples
were eventually transferred and submitted to the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement’s Laboratory in Orlando. This analysis was finally conducted, and a report
was finally authored on May 19, 2021.

DASH CAMERA FOOTAGE FROM FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL
VEHICLES

As stated previously in this memorandum, the marked Florida Highway Patrol
vehicles operated by Troopers Ivan Falcon and Ronald Melendez-Bonilla were each
outfitted with dash cameras. The dash cameras captured most of the events in this
incident. The following is a composite timeline of what is observed on the cameras in
each vehicle:

7:23:08 P.M. White BMW is observed northbound on N.W. 7th Avenue
at a high rate of speed. Numerous cars are observed stopped
at a red light. The BMW goes around all of the vehicles and

runs the red light.
7:23:13 Trooper Falcon gets into his vehicle and activates his lights
and siren and pulls out to try to stop the BMW.
7:23:26  The BMW turns into the Park and Ride lot.
7:23:28 Trooper Melendez-Bonilla gets into his vehicle and pulls
out.

7:23:31 Trooper Falcon turns into the Park and Ride lot after the
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BMW. Simultaneously, the BMW turns around and exits
the Park and Ride lot, making a right turn northbound onto
N.W. 7th Avenue.

7:23:38 Due to traffic congestion, the BMW is forced to stop. The
driver of the BMW then made a U-turn on N.W. 7th Avenue
and attempted to proceed southbound against traffic in the
northbound lanes of N.W. 7th Avenue.

7:23:42 Trooper Falcon makes a U-turn on N.W. 7th Avenue as
well, behind the BMW.

7:23:45 The BMW strikes the front of Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s
marked vehicle.

7:23:47 The BMW backs up and strikes the front of Trooperﬂ

Falcon’s marked vehicle.

7:23:50 Trooper Melendez-Bonilla gets out of his vehicle and
approaches the passenger side front quarter panel of the
BMW. At the same time, the BMW again strikes the front
of Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s marked vehicle.

7:23:53 The BMW turns towarciini:orcw)fr)er Meﬂléhdez;Bonilla,r who is
mere inches from the vehicle.

7:23:54 Trooper Melendez-Bonilla dischéfgés his ﬁrearm, while
simultaneously falling to the pavement.

What is clear upon watching the entirety of the video footage from this incident is
that the events progressed rapidly (it was only 46 seconds from when the BMW first
drove by at a high rate of speed until the shots were fired), and the video footage gives
an accurate representation of what Trooper Melendez-Bonilla faced.

LEGAL ANALYSIS

The role of the State Attorney in this investigation and in conducting this review
is limited to determining whether a criminal violation of Florida law has occurred,
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whether any person may be held criminally responsible, and whether such criminal
responsibility can be proven beyond a reasonable doubt in a court of law. The State
Attorney does not establish agency policy, procedures, and training requirements. Nor
does the State Attorney have any responsibility for determining disciplinary action or
pursuing civil litigation in these matters. In other words, given the applicable law, the
State Attorney’s role is to determine whether the action of Trooper Ronald Melendez-
Bonilla constitutes a criminal act that can be proven beyond and to the exclusion of
every reasonable doubt.

Assistant State Attorney Howard R. Rosen and (then) Assistant State Attorney
Michael Filteau responded to the police shooting scene on the day of the incident and
were present for many of the interviews taken on the day of the incident. The
undersigned Assistant State Attorney has reviewed the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement Investigative Summary into the Police Use of Force in this incident.
Further, I have also reviewed the sworn statements, witness interviews, crime scene
reports, lab reports, Fire Rescue reports, photographs, police dash camera videos, video
taken by a civilian, and other evidence compiled by FDLE under their case number MI-
27-0100. I find the summary to be complete, thorough and consistent with the witness
statements on the day of the incident, as well as consistent with my observations at the
scene.

Section 776.012, Florida Statutes, permits the use of deadly force when a person
believes such force is necessary to prevent imminent death or great bodily harm to
himself or another or to prevent the commission of a forcible felony. Walton drove the
white BMW by the Troopers at a high rate of speed. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla yelled
for Trooper Falcon to stop the BMW. As she approached a red light, Walton drove onto
the right shoulder to avoid the stopped traffic, and then ran through the red light.
Trooper Falcon was pursuing Walton with his lights and siren on. Walton turned into
the Park and Ride lot, then came back out and made a right turn northbound onto N.W.
7th Avenue. Trooper Falcon was behind Walton with his lights and siren on. There
was traffic ahead of Walton, so she then made a U-turn on N.W. 7th Avenue and
attempted to proceed against traffic in a southbound direction in the northbound lanes of
N.W. 7th Avenue. Trooper Falcon made the same U-turn behind Walton. Trooper
Melendez-Bonilla was driving his own marked FHP vehicle northbound on N.W. 7th
Avenue and eventually stopped his vehicle in front of the BMW, which was driving
south in the northbound lanes, with Trooper Falcon behind it. Walton was then boxed
in, with Trooper Falcon’s vehicle behind her and Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s vehicle in
front of her facing her vehicle.

Walton was then attempting to maneuver the BMW away from the Troopers.
Walton drove the BMW forward into Trooper Melendez-Bonilla’s car, and then backed
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up into Trooper Falcon’s car. Troopers Falcon and Melendez-Bonilla got out of their
vehicles. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla approached the front passenger side of the BMW
and was giving loud verbal commands to the occupants of the vehicle. Trooper
Melendez-Bonilla had his firearm drawn and was right next to the BMW. Trooper
Falcon saw the BMW move forward and turn toward the right, proceeding toward
Trooper Melendez-Bonilla, who was standing right there. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla
then discharged his weapon several times, while simultaneously falling to the ground.
Although witness Lamonica Tolbert stated that she saw two State Troopers on the
driver’s side of the white BMW, dashcam video evidence shows that Trooper
Melendez-Bonilla was on the passenger side of the BMW, rather than the driver’s side,
when he discharged his firearm. As reported by Trooper Falcon and seen in the dash
cam videos, at the time that Trooper Melendez-Bonilla discharged his weapon, the
vehicle was moving forward and to the right, toward him, which would have caused him
to fear for his life. Trooper Melendez-Bonilla fell to the ground as he discharged his
firearm. Walton drove a short distance after the shooting and stopped when the BMW
crashed into a fence.

According to Tolbert the front passenger window was completely down at the
point the Troopers were on the passenger side of the BMW. Tolbert also said the
passenger had his hands out the window, while the driver was still trying to get away.
The video evidence also shows that the passenger’s hands were not sticking out of the
vehicle while it was between the two Highway Patrol vehicles. Rather, the passenger’s
hands were not extended out of the window of the BMW until after the vehicle had
come to a rest against the nearby fence.

The five (5) gunshot defects to the BMW are also consistent with the statements
of several of the civilian witnesses, the dashcam footage and the statement of Trooper
Falcon. The two on the front windshield on the passenger side are consistent with
Trooper Melendez-Bonilla discharging his weapon as he was standing near the front
passenger side of the vehicle and it was coming toward him. The third gunshot defect
on the passenger side “A” pillar is again consistent with the vehicle turning toward
Trooper Melendez-Bonilla and glancing him. The fourth defect in the passenger side
door, just below the shattered window, and the fifth gunshot defect, also on the
passenger side of the vehicle, and below the one on the door, all the way down near the
floorboard on a side spoiler, are consistent with having been fired as Trooper Melendez-
Bonilla had fallen to the ground.

We will never know why Latasha Walton chose to flee from the Troopers or why
she continued to try to get away from the Troopers after they boxed in her vehicle.
However, the ivestigation revealed several facts which may have provided motivation
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for her actions that day. First, a number of drugs were found in the BMW after the
shooting. There was 28.09 grams of oxycodone, 3 grams of heroin, 1.74 grams of
amphetamine, and less than 28 grams of cocaine. An individual found in possession of
28.09 grams of oxycodone would have been facing drug trafficking charges that carry a
fifteen (15) year minimum mandatory prison sentence pursuant to the relevant statutes.
All of the narcotics, as well as $7,072.38 in United States currency and coin were
recovered from a purse that was on the floor on the driver’s side front floorboard. The
purse contained identification in the name of both Latasha Walton and Steve Charles.
While Trooper Melendez-Bonilla and Trooper Falcon would have had no way of
knowing about the contraband inside of the decedent’s vehicle while they were
attempting to effectuate the traffic stop, the presence of significant quantities of illicit
narcotics inside the vehicle may provide the motive for why Walton did not stop the
vehicle.

Second, according to the statement of Kerry Hobbs, Walton told him that one day
he would see her on television with a long line of police chasing her because she would
never stop for “those motherfuckers.” She said that she hates cops. Finally, the May
2016 incident described by Broward Sheriff’s Office Deputy Kevin Tyrie is consistent
with Walton’s statements to Kerry Hobbs and her actions in the incident with Deputy
Tyrie (coming to a stop, later fleeing from that stop, almost striking the Deputy as she
pulled away from the traffic stop) and is also consistent with her actions in this officer
involved shooting incident.

Based on all of the above, we find the shooting of Latasha Walton by Trooper
Melendez-Bonilla to be legally justified under 776.012, Florida Statutes.

Horad (n

HOWARD R. ROSEN
Assistant State Attorney
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